
1947 Kosei Suisan K.K. established.

1950 Industrial production of chondroitin sulfate as 
a pharmaceutical begins.

1953 Official name of company changed to K.K. SEIKAGAKU
KENKYUSHO.

1957 Inauguration of Mucopolysaccharides Study Group.

1960 TOKYO RESEARCH INSTITUTE opens. 
Development and marketing of research biochemicals begins.

1962 Official name of company changed to SEIKAGAKU 
CORPORATION.

1967 Korinkaku Symposium for Japanese and international 
researchers working with mucopolysaccharides.

1968 TOKYO RESEARCH INSTITUTE relocated to 
Higashi-Yamato city.

1975 TAKAHAGI PLANT opens.

1981 Proteoglycan Meeting convened for international researchers
attending the 6th International Glycoconjugates Symposium. 
World’s first endotoxin colorimetry reagent developed 
and manufactured.

1987 Marketing begins for ARTZ ® and OPEGAN®. 
Joint research with Aichi Medical University established.

1989 Company shares registered with the Japan Securities 
Dealers Association.

1990 New wing in the TOKYO RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE completed.

1991 New bulk production facilities in the 
KURIHAMA PLANT completed.

1992 Mizutani Foundation for Glycoscience established. 
Sales license for ARTZ® (ARTZAL®) approved in Sweden.

1993 New production line for ARTZ Dispo® completed, 
and marketing of the product begins.

1994 Sales license for ARTZ® approved in Finland.

1995 Multipurpose sterile facility at the TOKYO RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE completed.
New upgraded bulk production facility completed at 
the KURIHAMA PLANT.
Sales license for ARTZ® approved in Austria.
Sales license for ARTZ® approved in Italy.

1996 The Integrated Quality Control Wing in KURIHAMA 
PLANT completed.

1997 Sales license for ARTZ® approved in China.
Acquisition of Associates of Cape Cod, Inc. (U.S.A.)

1998 QA certification [ISO9001/EN46001(now ISO13485)] obtained.
Sales license for ARTZ® approved in Taiwan.

1999 Marketing begins for OPEGAN®0.6, OPEGAN®1.1.

2000 Marketing begins for SUPARTZ® in EU.

2001 Marketing begins for SUPARTZ® in U.S.A. and Canada.
Third production line at TAKAHAGI PLANT completed.

2002 Marketing begins for Emdogain® Gel.

2004 Listing moved to the Tokyo Stock Exchange, Second Section.

CORPORATE PROFILE (AS OF MARCH 31, 2004)

COMPANY QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

CORPORATE HISTORY

❚ ESTABLISHMENT

❚ PAID-IN CAPITAL

❚ AUTHORIZED SHARES

❚ OUTSTANDING SHARES*
❚ NUMBER OF SHAREHOLDERS

❚ NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES

*As of July 20, 2004 Stock Split

June 2, 1947
¥3,840 million
80,000,000
39,056,062
4,253
510

A Certification of the Quality Management System of
Seikagaku and the Conformity Assessment Procedure for
the European Compliance was performed by the European
Notified Body TÜV Product Service GmbH in Deutschland,
as documented in the following certificates:

January 1998: EC Certificate (MDD, AnnexII-3)
:updated in January 2003

February 1998: QS Certificate (ISO9001/ISO13485)
:updated in February 2004 (ISO9001)
:updated in April 2004 (ISO13485)

Corporate Data

OPEGAN Hi®

Diversifying
SEIKAGAKU MAINTAINS ITS FOUNDING COMMITMENT TO RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT,
BUILDING OUR BUSINESS THROUGH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TARGETED TOWARD THE
CREATION OF HIGHLY USEFUL AND ORIGINAL NEW PRODUCTS BASED ON GLYCOSCIENCE. 

→

Pharmaceuticals and
Medical Devices

BUSINESS SEGMENT PRODUCTS DESCRIPTION

Research Biologics

Diagnostics

Bulks for
Pharmaceutical
Products

Others

Intra-articular injections for
improving joint functions

ARTZ®, ARTZ Dispo®,
SUPARTZ®*1, ARTZAL®:

Ophthalmologic surgical aids
OPEGAN® 0.6, OPEGAN® 1.1, 
OPEGAN Hi®:

Carbohydrate-related reagents,
Saccharides, Enzymes Antibodies:  

Endotoxin-detecting reagents:

Food allergy related test kits:

Diagnostics for invasive fungal
infections:
FUNGITEC® G TEST MK 
FUNGITEC® G TEST TE

Sodium hyaluronate:

Sodium chondroitin sulfate: 

Oral Care
Periodontal regeneration material 
Emdogain® Gel:

Mouthwash KINUSUI:

*1. SUPARTZ® is a trade name for North America and some parts of Western Europe.   *2. Applicable in some countries.

Liver hydrolysate:

SEIKAGAKU’S BUSINESS OUTLINE 

Seikagaku seeks to be a company that truly makes a difference in peoples’ lives by

pursuing original research & development and ecologically-aware manufacturing aimed at

improving the quality of life, society and the environment.

Seikagaku’s main areas of product involvement are ethical pharmaceuticals and medical

devices based on glycoconjugates, research biologics (used for research and testing in

quality control and safety), diagnostics (used for the early detection and monitoring of

diseases) and pharmaceutical bulk, raw materials in numerous

pharmaceutical, cosmetic and health food products. With the

dramatic discoveries taking place in glycoconjugate research

around the world, Seikagaku has dedicated itself to furthering

its contribution to the improvement of health through

Glycoscience for human well-being.

SUPARTZ®
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First launched in 1987, and currently commercially available in 19 countries. Used
widely by many doctors and patients throughout the world as the formulation of first
choice for the treatment of knee osteoarthritis and periarthritis of the shoulder*2.
Now highly evaluated and used worldwide with over 100 million injections
performed internationally to date.

OPEGAN® is the first domestically produced sodium hyaluronate formulation used
in ophthalmic surgery. Sodium hyaluronate with high viscosity is used in cataract
surgery to facilitate the procedure by retaining the intraocular space.

A novel blend using sodium hyaluronate that is ideal for those who have sensitive
mouths and for elderly people, because it does not contain alcohol.

Medical device for use in dentistry to induce regeneration of periodontium.

Sold mainly as an ingredient of OTC medications for liver conditions.

Widely used as a raw material for pharmaceuticals, ophthalmic products and drinks
for nutritional fortification.

Mainly sold to pharmaceuticals companies as a raw material.

These are the first diagnostics in the world for the detection with a high sensitivity
of (1,3)-beta-D-glucan, a constituent of fungi. Now available in the United States
as FUNGITELLTM .

Test kits used by food processors to detect the commingling in the manufacturing
process of food substances likely to cause allergies, such as eggs, wheat, buckwheat,
peanuts and milk-for assurance of food safety.

Mainly for quality control of pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and dialysate. 

For over 40 years Seikagaku has been contributing to the advancement of
glycoscience with these essential reagents for glycobiology.

A Coherent System of Earnings-Driven 
Product Development
As a specialist and leader in glycoconjugate research, and based on

what we perceive as its high medical and commercial potential,

Seikagaku has identified Glycosaminoglycans (GAGs) as its main

focus of research and development among this class of compounds.

At the same time, following our extensive experience with ARTZ®, we

plan also to continue to develop new products for joint diseases. 

We are also expanding our product pipeline through co-

development and licensing activities to supplement our internal

drug discovery programs. We see this as necessary forward

investment aimed at the development of the new products that will

bring future growth and earning power.

Staffing levels are being increased to improve management

capabilities for projects in progress and to revitalize licensing and

exploratory research. The number of staff is currently 174, or 34.1%

of the total number of employees. 

In July 2004, Seikagaku filed an application for approval with

the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare for an operating aid for

removal of submucosal tumors and/or polyps in the gastro

intestinal tract.*1 One original development theme is a product for

use in the treatment of lumbar disc herniation*2. Phase 1 and 2

clinical trials have been completed in Japan, and data collation is

now in progress. Plans are being drawn up for the next stage of

trials in both Japan and the United States. This pharmaceutical

has the potential to become a major new product if development

proves successful.

Seikagaku is pursuing development of an anti-inflammatory drug

based on anti-VAP-1 monoclonal antibodies*3 (licensed-in from

BioTie Therapies Corp. of Finland). 

NFkB decoy oligonucleotides preparations*4 for use in the

treatment of rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis has been co-

developed with AnGes MG, Inc. and is currently undergoing pre-

clinical trials. 

ACCELERATING DEVELOPMENT

Four themes are under active clinical development, with several other highly original

development themes at the pre-clinical stage. Research also continues at the Central

Research Laboratories on new themes that are yet to be officially announced.

Seikagaku is accelerating research activities to identify active compounds from our

library in collaboration with Evotec OAI AG of Germany and Discovery Partners

International, Inc. of the United States. We aim to accelerate development projects

and gain early approvals by carefully selecting themes based on stringent

assessments and evaluations of projects in progress. These themes will receive

priority for the allocation of new drug development resources. 

This approach has led us to withdraw from a project to develop an anti-allergy

drug in cooperation with Biogen Idec Inc. of the United States. We also suspended

development of an interstitial cystitis drug and a meniscus injury therapy based on

the expanded use of ARTZ®.

R&D Activities

R&D Cost and % of 
Total Net Sales

(Millions of yen/%)

ARTZ Dispo®


